Play An Active
Role in Your Pet’s

Well-Being

See the veterinarian within 10
days of departure for a health
certificate (required by most
airlines) and a pre-flight check-up.
Exposure to increased altitude
pressure can create respiratory
and cardiovascular problems;
animals with short, wide heads
are particularly susceptible to
disorientation and possible injury.

Sedation should never be
administered without your
veterinarian’s approval. Obtain

an airline-approved carrier and
acclimate your pet to its presence
by leaving it open with a familiar
object inside. A sturdy, well-
ventilated crate adds an additional
measure of protection.

Because animals are classified
as luggage, they may be loaded
on the plane via conveyor belt.

If the crate falls of the belt, your
pet could be injured or released.
Ask that she be hand-carried

on and off the plane and that

you be permitted to watch both
procedures. Also ask about
“counter-to-counter” shipping,

in which the animal is loaded
immediately before departure and
unloaded immediately after arrival.
There usually is an additional fee
for this service.

Make sure you will have access

to your pet if there is a lengthy
layover or delay. Think twice about
flying on an airline that won'’t allow
you to check on your animal under
such circumstances.



